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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 2618 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDEV, SHUM. BC, SF, UK 

SUBJECT: GOB ATTORNEY GENERAL SAYS INVESTIGATION OF TULI BLOCK 
KILLINGS CONTINUES 

REF: A) GABORONE 1004; B) GABORONE 0896 

1 . DAILY NEWS AUGUST 16 CARRIES BRIEF STORY IN WHICH GOB 
ATTORNEY GENERAL MOLELEKI MOKAMA TOLD REPORTER THAT HE HAS 
ORDERED "RE-INVESTIGATION" OF TULI BLOCK INCIDENT IN WHICH UK 
CITIZEN NICHOLAS LOVE AND TWO SOUTH AFRICAN CITIZENS WERE 
SHOT WHILE IN CUSTODY OF BDF. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, 

MOKAMA TOLD REPORTER THAT HE EXPECTS REPORT TO BE SUB- 
MITTED "AS SOON AS POSSIBILE". ARTICLE CONCLUDES WITH 

BRIEF RECAPITULATION OF GOB STATEMENT ISSUED IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER INCIDENT WHICH SAID THAT THREE FOREIGNERS WERE SHOT 
WHEN THEY ATTEMPTED TO OVERPOWER THEIR BDF GUARDS. 

2. ARTICLE IS FIRST PUBLIC REFERENCE TO INCIDENT BY 
GOB OFFICIAL OR BOTSWANA MEDIA SINCE PUBLICATION OF 
INITIAL STATEMENT BY OFFICE OF PRESIDENT (REF A) 

HOWEVER, INCIDENT CONTINUES TO BE EMB ARRAS SEMENT TO 
GOB AND AT LEAST MINOR IRRITANT IN GOB RELATIONS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WITH UK AND SOUTH AFRICA. ACCORDING TO GOB ADMINI 
STRATIVE SECRETARY TIBONE, BOTH PM CALLAGHAN AND 
FONSEC OWEN RAISED INCIDENT DURING PRESDIENT KHAMA'S 
APRIL TRIP TO UK. TIBONE TOLD US WITH SOME BITTER- 
NESS THAT LOVE'S FATHER HAD EMBARRASSED PRESIDENT 
KHAMA BY TURNING UP WHEREVER THE PRESIDENT WENT TO 
SERVE AS LIVING REMINDER OF HIS SON’S DEATH. UK 
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HICOM OFFICER BAGSHAW TOLD US THAT AUGUST 16 ARTICLE 
WAS NOT RESPONSE TO ANY PARTICULAR UK INITIATIVE, 

ALTHOUGH UK COMMISSION CONTINUES TO PERIODICALLY 
EXPRESS ITS CONCERN OVER INCIDENT TO GOB. 

3. COMMENT: ARTICLE IS WELCOME EVIDENCE THAT GOB IS 
AWARE OF ITS OBLIGATION TO INVESTIGATE BDF BEHAVIOR 
IN TULI BLOCK INCIDENT. HOWEVER, SO MUCH TIME HAS NOW 
PASSED THAT CREDIBILITY OF ANY INVESTIGATION 
REPORT WILL BE VERY DIFFICULT TO ESTABLISH. 

ALBERTI 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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